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nytime you belong to a group numbering in the thousands,
there are bound to be situations that claim the lives of some
close to you. We are not immune to that circumstance of life
here. During my tenure, we have lost faculty, staff, and students to
tragic circumstances.
As the tragedies that struck New York, Washington, and our
nation on September 11 reminded us, life is a gift that should not be
taken for granted. Losing friends, co-workers, or especially students
is never easy. Even for those of us who know an omniscient,
omnipotent God, death raises difficult questions. Why? What could
he have accomplished if he had lived? What effect on others could
she have had if she had not died? What greater purpose is served?
Those who choose a sacrificial ministry are sometimes faced with
similar questions. Why would you go to live in a primitive culture?
What accomplishments could you make if you remained in a more
progressive environment?
The articles in this issue deal with profoundly
different—yet strikingly similar—themes.
The differences center on timing. One deals
with the end of a family even before it began.
The others are about long-term family
commitments to ministry together.
The similarities are about the decisions these
families made. Each was intent on finding,
and then carrying out, God’s plan for
their family. As you read their stories,
consider how you might respond to
this question: What is God’s plan for
my family? Then, commit to doing it.
Only then will you know the kind of
joy these families have gained from
finding themselves in the epicenter of
God’s will.

Follow the
Romans Road to
Salvation!
Romans 3:10-11
As it is written: “There is no one
righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands, no one who seeks God.”
Romans 3:23
For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.
Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Romans 10:9-13
That if you confess with your mouth,
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and are
saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone
who trusts in Him will never be put to
shame.” For there is no difference between
Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who call on
Him, for, “Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.”
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Editor’s Note: Andrea Dufour is a 2001 Cedarville graduate from Georgetown, Del. In August 2000, a tragic car accident changed her life.
During senior chapel on May 24, 2001, Dufour shared the account of her experience, testifying to the strength God gave her.
She challenged the student body to consider God’s perfect plan in their own lives. The following is an excerpt from Dufour’s chapel message.

God’s
Perfect
Plan
by Andrea Dufour

T

his past August,
I lost my fiancé,
Jonathan Leach, to a
car accident. Jon
and I dated for
almost six years. He was my best
friend, my boyfriend, and
eventually my fiancé. We came to
Cedarville four years ago with
many plans and dreams, and they
were all swept away within a few
minutes.
The accident happened when
my friend Lauren Kenworthy, Jon,
and I were heading to Tennessee.
We had only traveled seven miles
away from Jon’s home in Delaware.

4
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Those who have seen the car
can’t believe that Lauren and I
survived the accident. I was told
that the car was demolished except
for the two spots where Lauren and
I had been sitting. Lauren received
only minor injuries and was able to
recall everything; she was even able
to give our phone numbers to the
paramedics when they came.
I received a moderate brain injury
and was flown to an ICU.
The doctor said that there was a
high chance that I would not be
able to return to Cedarville and
that I might not even be the same
person.

I woke up in the hospital,
asking for Jonathan. I knew there
was something wrong because he
was not there with me. I can still
picture my dad weeping over me in
the hospital room, telling me that
Jonathan had died. I was numb
and didn’t know how to feel. I was
filled with memories of him.
I was not able to attend my
fiancé’s funeral because I was still
in the ICU, and doctors weren’t
sure if my condition was stable
enough. When I found out that I
missed Jon’s funeral, it broke my
heart. But when I was told that six
people were saved and many lives
were changed, I had amazing peace
that could only have come from
God.
When I returned home, my
heart felt like it had broken into a
million pieces. I wanted to pick up
the phone to call Jon and ask how
his day went or to tell him
something that had happened to
me that day. At that point, I had
the choice to either become bitter
or to trust God. I knew that Jon
would never have wanted me to
become bitter. A picture of our last
night together flashed in my mind.
It was Wednesday night prayer
meeting, and we were praying
together. I can still hear Jon asking
God for His will in both of our
lives.

Jon would have graduated in
June with high honor, but his
testimony to those people and the
reward that he received in heaven
are far more valuable. A verse that
helps me is Mark 8:36, “What
good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul?”

I can
still hear
Jon
asking
God for
His will
in both
of our
lives.

I’ve spent a lot of time praying
and reading about heaven,
thinking how wonderful it must be
for Jon.
By God’s grace, I was able to
return to Cedarville this past
Winter Quarter. It wasn’t easy for
me, and there is no way I could
have done this without God’s help.
Memories of Jon were everywhere I
went. I had memories of him
competing with the intramural
teams and playing his trumpet in
pep band.
Jeremiah 29:11-13 has given
me peace as I graduate and am
unsure about my future: “‘For I
know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then
you will call upon me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your
heart.’”
If you remember anything that
I have said here, remember that
you don’t have to have the perfect
plan for your life because God
already does. T
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Editor’s note: Drs. Thomas and Cynthia Hale were featured speakers at Cedarville University’s annual Missions Conference held earlier
this year. Their story is one of commitment, compassion, and contentment.

T

he most important year of
my life was 1954. I was
16, and in that year I gave
my life fully to God. 2001
may be the most important year in
your life. My prayer for you is that
something will happen this year
that will change your life forever.
When I was 16, I thought that
I was a Christian. I thought that
my parents were Christians. I went
to church and Sunday school.
I led a relatively clean life.
I studied hard. I thought that this
was the Christian life. But, I was
wrong.
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I knew a lot about God, but
I did not know God personally.
He was like an idea, something I
just sort of accepted. In 1954, God
made Himself known to me.
God was asking me to give
Him my life. It was an awesome
experience, and so I said, “Yes, I
will do that.” I did not really
understand all that was involved in
giving my life to God, but I
remember the day I made that
promise. I also remember two days
later when I picked up a brochure.
This brochure described the
opening of the first mission

hospital in Katmandu, Nepal.
I knew little of Nepal except that
Mt. Everest was there. This
brochure went on to describe
Nepal as having the lowest
standard of health of any country
in the world. It had the lowest
ratio of doctors and nurses to the
population and the lowest average
life expectancy, which was 27
years. Your life expectancy is about
77 years and theirs was 27.
Another statistic that startled me
was that Nepal also had the lowest
number of Christians on earth—
zero. Having just given my life to

God, I concluded that through
this brochure God was giving
me my instructions for my life.
I was to be a medical
missionary to Nepal. And so
again I said, “Yes.” Of course,
I had little idea what I was
getting into. I had been a
Christian only two days!
Of course, God has a
wonderful way of confirming
His call. All through my
university years
Nepal was put
more and more
into my heart.
The most
beautiful
confirmation of
my call to medical
missions came on
my first day of
medical school.
There, I met my future wife,
Cynthia, literally over a dead
body. We’d been assigned as lab
partners in anatomy lab.
I know it doesn’t sound
very romantic, but it worked.
After dissecting a cadaver for a
few weeks, I got up the courage
to ask Cynthia why she had
gone into medicine. She said,
“God has called me to be a
medical missionary.” I said,
“Wow, isn’t that interesting,
He’s done the same with me.”

Cynthia didn’t know to
which country God had called
her, but I was able to clarify
that for her. We were married
the second year during the
main course of pathology.
So we tell our friends that we
met in anatomy and married in
pathology. We finished our
training and in 1970 went off
to Nepal to begin our grand
adventure with God.
When we arrived in Nepal,
we were assigned to a small,

rural hospital. It was the only
modern medical facility for a
population of a half-million
people. Cynthia and I were two
of only three doctors serving
500,000 people. People talk
about the needs here in
America—and there are needs
in the inner cities and in some
rural areas—but they don’t
compare to the needs in places
like Nepal. Many of our
patients had to walk 15 miles
to get to the hospital.
Our typical patient walked a
whole day just to get to the
hospital. That means many
walked two or three days.
If they were too sick to walk,
they could be carried in a
human ambulance—a basket
slung on a man’s back or a
hammock slung on a pole
carried by two men.
You could imagine that our
patients didn’t come to the
hospital at the first sniffle,
headache, or toothache. If you
had to walk a day over the
mountains just to get to your
doctor or dentist, you’d put it
off, hoping the illness would
get better by itself. Just take a
toothache, for example. If you
had to walk a day to get to
your dentist, rather than

Opposite page:
Nepali tribal villages
share a magnificent
landscape with some
of the world’s tallest
mountains.
Opposite page
insert: At an altitude
of 23,000 feet,
Macha Pucchare
stands over Western
Nepal. A former
leprosy hospital is in
the foreground.
Top: First mission
hospital in Katmandu.
Middle: “1st-class
ambulance.” When
traveling vast
distances, those who
are unable to make
the journey must rely
upon the able-bodied
for the trip.
Traveling throughout
the night is often
necessary.
Bottom: Many
diagnoses and
treatments must be
done in the field.
Village house calls are
most welcome —
even if needles
become necessary.
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Take Part in God’s Work in the World
hopping in your car, you would
probably wait, hoping it would go
away by itself. But often
toothaches don’t go away. They get
worse and worse and then the jaw
becomes infected and then you get
an abscess. By the time our
patients got to us, very often they’d
have abscesses the size of
grapefruit. Some of them were
hardly able to speak, having
suffered for days and days simply
because there were so few medical
facilities.
Much of Nepal is a rural
society. People go into the jungles
to cut leaves to feed their animals
and gather wood. They meet up
with Himalayan black bears
occasionally. If the bear is
frightened or feels trapped, it will
attack and go for a person’s face.

I’ll never forget one boy who
was about 10 years old. He had
encountered a bear. The bear
missed the face but with one claw
got his abdomen. His intestines
were exposed. The boy’s screams
caused people from the village to
come running and chase the bear
away. Those men carried that little
boy for 10 hours. They ran all
night long carrying him in one of
those hammocks. By the time he
arrived, he was nearly dead. By the
Lord’s grace we were able to clean
him up, put the intestines back,
and sew up his wound. He walked
home, fully healed, one week later.
We have treated so many
patients like that whom God, in
His mercy, healed. We say that we
treat and God heals. Indeed that is
true, but He uses us. If we hadn’t

been there, many of these patients
would have continued suffering.
Or, like that little boy, would
surely have died. What a great joy
it is to be able to help people like
this in such dire need. We all like
to feel needed. If you want to feel
needed, you should go where the
need is.
Many Christians today are
asking God to bless their plans.
God is not interested in your plans.
God is only interested in your
fitting into His plans. Jesus said,
“But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto
you.” He’s not promising BMWs
and fancy houses and the best
audio equipment, but the
necessities. Don’t believe the people
that tell you you can have whatever

Legacy of Leadership in Deferred Giving
L

eadership takes many forms. While we normally think of leaders as being visible and vocal, it is also
possible to lead quietly by example. The essence of vision is exhibiting leadership by thinking ahead
of your time.
The Legacy Circle of Cedarville University is a group of forward-thinking leaders. The Legacy
Circle is comprised of donors who have chosen to honor Cedarville University as the beneficiary of a
deferred giving arrangement. By making a deferred gift, these visionaries not only have provided for
themselves and their families, but also have secured a portion of the future of Cedarville University.
A deferred gift, usually made in the form of an annuity or a charitable remainder trust, is an
irrevocable gift to Cedarville University. The donor makes the gift in exchange for the current benefits of
an immediate income tax deduction, a lifetime income stream for self and spouse, and avoidance of
capital gains taxes. If the gift is made with appreciated assets, the cost of making the gift will be less
than if the donor uses cash. By using a deferred giving arrangement, the donor can
create a significant income stream from highly appreciated but under-utilized assets,
such as real property or growth stocks that pay little or no dividend. So a deferred
gift allows you to give assets but retain defined income rights for life.
Cedarville University will eventually receive the trust or annuity principal when
the gift matures. With prudent investment during the life of the gift agreement, the
deferred gift to Cedarville University can be larger than the original gift, even after
the payment of income to the donor and spouse.
You can do much to shape our tomorrow and assure yourself a place among the
members of the Legacy Circle who can truly say, “I was here. I made a difference.”
We invite you to contact Dave Bartlett or Kim Longo at 1-800-766-1115 for
Kim Longo
more information about this exciting leadership opportunity.
Development Officer
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you want—a BMW, a fancy
house, the most expensive hi-fi
equipment—and still follow
Jesus at the same time.
Remember the rich young
man in Matthew 19 who
thought he could do that?
Jesus knew his heart and knew
that he loved his possessions
more than he loved God.
When Jesus challenged him to
sell his possessions, the young
man went away sorrowful.
Somehow the idea has gotten
around that there are two kinds
of Christians—those few
oddballs who do something
silly like become missionaries
and then the rest who can lead
nice, ordinary, comfortable
lives. But Jesus never talked
about two kinds of Christians.
There is only one kind of true
Christian. They are called
disciples. Jesus had a lot to say
about disciples, but just take
one verse from Luke 14:27
where Jesus said, “And anyone
who does not carry his cross
and follow me cannot be my
disciple.” That’s who a disciple
is—someone who takes up the
cross of self-denial, of selfsacrifice. One who lays all his
possessions, indeed his very life
at the feet of Jesus. One who
says in the words of the hymn:
“Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee ...”.
This doesn’t mean that
tomorrow you have to go out
and sell your hi-fi equipment
or your car or your clothes.
It just means that those things
don’t belong to you, they
belong to Jesus. And that means
that Jesus has the right to tell
you what to do with them.
What is your dream? Some
pursue the American dream:

freedom,
prosperity,
security, good
education, a good
profession, a
house in the
mountains, a
boat, and—well,
you get the
picture. That’s the
American dream.
Don’t be upset,
but the American
dream is an empty
bubble. Take a
look around you
at people who
have spent their
lives pursuing this
“dream.” Half of
the husbands and
wives get divorced, even among
evangelical Christians.
Their kids are on drugs or
shooting each other in school.
Their lives are unhappy and
empty. That is not a dream;
that is a nightmare. There is
only one dream for a Christian,
and that is to serve Jesus
wherever and however He
needs you.
I dare you to enlarge your
vision, to try and see the world
as God sees it. Everyone
reading this, if a Christian, is
called to take part in God’s
work in the world. There is
nothing more important than
being part of God’s plan for
the world. And what is his
plan? It is that men and
women from every nation,
tribe, and kingdom will come
to know and worship Jesus
Christ.
You have been called to be
ambassadors for Christ. That is
what your vision, dream, and
ambition should be.

Nepali believers
meet wherever they
can. Their hunger
for a glimpse of God
through the study of
His Word is obvious.
These meetings will
often draw standing
room-only crowds of
people of all ages.

Francis Xavier was a great
missionary to Asia in the
1500s. After he went to India,
he wrote back home to Europe,
“Tell the students to give up
their small ambitions and come
east to preach the gospel of
Christ.” Give up your small
ambitions. Aim for God’s
highest. Choose God’s best.
Do you know what most of
us do? We choose something
that’s good, but we miss the
best. We seek for some good
thing and we miss the best
thing. There is a saying I
suspect you are familiar with—
good is the enemy of the best.
What that means is that good
things may distract us from
finding what is really the best
that God has for us. This has
happened to countless young
Christians who have gone out
into life and pursued some
good thing and then realized
years later that they had missed
the best that God had for them.
Let me make one thing
clear. God’s best does not mean
Fall 2001 / TORCH
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Take Part in God’s Work in the World
Nepali geography is
some of the most
picturesque in the
world.
Below: “When
there is no bridge
you make one.”
Nepali boys use
ingenuity to cross one
of the many
dangerous
waterways that are
spread throughout
the rugged natural
landscape.

an easy, comfortable,
prosperous life. We’re called to
hardship, sacrifice, and even
suffering. We are called to
carry a cross. Jesus Christ is
asking you to join His army.
He is the commander, and His
marching order to each one of
us is the Great Commission:
“Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded
you.” Go make disciples of all
nations. Not only America, but
all nations. The very last words
that Jesus spoke on earth just
before He ascended into
heaven are recorded in Acts
1:8. Jesus said, “But you will
receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”
The missionary call isn’t
some kind of voice. It is a
verse: Go and “be my witnesses
... to the ends of the earth.”
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We haven’t obeyed, and that is
precisely why 1.5 billion
unreached people have not yet
had a chance to meaningfully
hear the gospel of Christ. Why?
Because there are not enough
Christians who are willing to go
out and share the gospel with
them. Don’t miss God’s call.
I’ll close by reflecting on a
passage of well-known Scripture.
Genesis 22 contains the story of
Abraham being told to sacrifice
his son. I am sure you remember
it well. In this passage, God tells
Abraham to take Isaac to a
certain mountain and there
sacrifice him as a burnt offering.
It took him three days to
journey to the mountain.
Scripture doesn’t tell us what
was going on inside Abraham’s

mind. It simply says he obeyed.
Abraham took the knife and
was about to slay his son when
the angel of the Lord called out
to him from heaven saying,
“Do not lay a hand on the boy.
Do not do anything to him.
Now I know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld
from me your son, your only
son.” And then, of course, God
provided a ram for the offering.
And the second time, God
spoke from heaven saying,
“... because you
have done this
and have not
withheld your
son, your only
son, I will
surely bless you
... and through
your offspring
all nations on
earth will be
blessed, because
you have
obeyed me.”
There is so much we could
say about this passage. I want
to look at it from just one
aspect—the personal aspect
involving you and me.
The essence of this passage is
the call to each of us to lay on
the altar the things that we hold
most dear in this life. It might
be our only son or only
daughter. It might be our
boyfriend or girlfriend. It might
be our work, our profession.
It might be our reputation or
our self-image. It might be our
lifestyle, our comforts, or our
possessions. Jesus said it even
more starkly in Luke 14:26:
“If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and
mother, his wife and children,
his brothers and sisters—yes,

even his own life—he cannot
be my disciple.”
In case we missed it there,
Jesus said in Luke 14:33,
“In the same way, any of you
who does not give up
everything he has cannot be
my disciple.” You see, with
God it’s all or nothing. God
does not want 90 percent
surrender. It’s not like taking
an exam in school where 90
percent is pretty good. It’s like
marriage. If you ask a girl to
marry you and you promise
her that you will be faithful 90
percent of the time, how well
do you think that will go over?
God may not want you to
be a foreign missionary.
But, He isn’t going to show
you what He wants until you
have promised to do anything
He asks, with no conditions
and no limitations. God wants

D

our total surrender to His
will whatever His will might
be. Total surrender is the key
to the Christian life. It is
only as we surrender our will
to God that we will begin to
experience the full blessings
of God, the first of which is
the assurance that we are in
God’s will. It is only as we
surrender our will to God
that we will experience God’s
peace, joy, and power—in
short, the blessings of the
filling of the Holy Spirit,
indeed the overflowing of
the Holy Spirit. There is
absolutely nothing on this
earth that is worth giving up
the tiniest fraction of the
blessing of being filled with
God’s Holy Spirit. So I plead
with you, don’t miss the best
that God has for you. T

r. Thomas Hale Jr. and his wife, Dr. Cynthia B. Hale, began
serving as medical missionaries with United Mission to
Nepal in 1970. For 12 years, they operated a remote mission
hospital where he served as surgeon and medical director and
she as pediatrician and family physician. The Hales are
currently on home assignment with InterServe, an international
and interdenominational evangelical faith mission organization
which places professionals in North Africa, Central and
Southern Asia, and the Middle East.

Are You Equipped?
bortion, capital punishment,
A
and euthanasia ... struggles
over the sanctity of life are being
fought daily in America’s culture
war. Where can you find biblical
resources that equip you to face
the many sanctity of life
controversies tearing at our
society?
The CDR Radio
Network is pleased to
announce a new
online bookstore
which offers
numerous
resources for
helping you find
biblical answers
to life’s
questions.
For example, you
can purchase Dr. Paul Dixon’s
audiocassette series “Sanctity of
Life,” which presents biblical
guidelines on capital
punishment, abortion, suicide,
and euthanasia. Or order
Dr. Dixon’s “Preparing Leaders
for the 21st Century” series.
The bookstore can also aid you
through its plethora of cassette
and CD messages from favorite
speakers such as Joe Stowell and
David Jeremiah. Books, Bibles,
music, and videos are available to
assist you, and, coming soon, you
will be able to order any past
chapel message online!
To browse the bookstore or to
order, visit www.cdrradio.com
and click on the bookstore button.
You may also order by calling
1-800-333-0601 between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
Visit www.cdrradio.com for a
fresh look at biblical resources to
equip you on life’s issues!
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Editor’s Note: This article is the story of a husband and wife medical missionary team. It is based on a presentation made at Cedarville
University’s 2001 Missions Conference. The article is anonymous because their work involves closed countries. Due to the events of the
past few weeks, we felt it better to not identify them, their agency, or any of the specific places in which they serve.

Become Passionate About God
Husband:
hat are you passionate about? There are two things about which my wife and I are most passionate.
They both come from the Word of God. The first is intimacy with God. Philippians 3:10 states,
“... that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being made conformable unto His death.” This is the driving force of our lives. This is our passion—
knowing Him, being conformed to His choices, to His will for our lives no matter the cost, making a
full commitment of our lives. Our second passion is Romans 10:14-15, 17: “How then shall they call
on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher? ... So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God.” That’s our second passion—unleashing the power of the Word of God.

W
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People must hear the Word of
God. You can be a helper, a great
friend, and a great neighbor. But, if
people don’t hear God’s Word from
your lips, they will never be
changed. They will not have
intimacy with God. We must
communicate the Word of God
and its power to affect others’ lives.

Wife:

I first came to understand who
God is when I was a young girl in a
neighborhood club. I understood
that God was a holy God and that
I didn’t measure up to what he
expected me or intended me to be.
And I understood that had a
penalty, and that penalty of death
was paid for by the life and death
of Jesus Christ. I accepted Christ as
my Savior. My parents taught me
to follow Christ and share my
faith, and they took me to a
church where I was instructed.
I learned to spend time with God
daily in His Word. I learned to run
everything through the
truth test of God’s
Word.
I also learned who I
was during that time.
As part of my education
in the church, I had to
memorize parts of the
Westminster catechism.
One of the first
questions in that is,
“What is the chief end
of man?” The answer is,
“To glorify God and
enjoy Him forever.”
I understood that life
was not about me, but it was about
God.
I was a good student. I was
told that I could be anything I
wanted to be and that I could do
anything I wanted to do. At the
encouragement of my high school
counselor, I went off to a secular

college to prepare for a career in
medicine. I found that I loved the
friends, sports, and activities of
college. I was dating a guy who was
tall, blonde, smart, and athletic.
Back then we called that type of
guy “cool,” but I think students
call them “hot” now.
This was in the early 1970s.
It was at the height of the drug and
love culture, and by the end of my
first weekend at college I had seen
it all. There were many different
kinds of people there: ethnic Jews
who were practicing atheists, preseminary students who had a form
of godliness but denied the power
of it, and sons and daughters of
wealthy businessmen, but there
were very few followers of Christ.
The message around me was
clear—get all you can while you
can. The question for me was how
was I going to live in this
environment? What was I going to
do with God’s Word? Was I going
to believe it?

Of all the kids I met there,
there is one that I still remember.
He was in my freshman chemistry
class. He had long hair, a leather
jacket, and a really wicked superior
attitude. He was very interesting to
talk to. He quizzed me about
philosophy and eastern religions.

To be honest with you, I was pretty
intimidated. I didn’t know the
answers to all those questions, and
I repeatedly ended up saying to
him, “I really don’t know about
that. But I can tell you what the
Bible says.”

Husband:

I attended that same secular college
in the late 1960s and early 1970s
in my pursuit of becoming a
doctor. I looked, acted, and
believed like many in that
generation. If you could have seen
me then, you would have voted me
least likely to make a presentation
such as this.
Sure, I had gone to church as a
little boy, but I didn’t know who
God was. When I was about to
have my first communion at age
13, I thought, “I am finally going
to get to know who God is.” I took
communion, but I didn’t get to
know who God was.
I went back to church week
after week. I finally
figured out as a teenager
that the people in that
church didn’t know who
God was. And I was
discouraged. What do
you do when you are
discouraged in a
spiritual pursuit? You
look to what men have
in mind. And those two
things are philosophy
and pleasure.
One of my favorite
philosophers was Ayn
Rand. Her book Virtue
of Selfishness summarizes her
philosophical outlook. That’s how
I lived at that time. I pursued the
virtue of being selfish. You don’t
have very many friends when you
live like that.
The other thing I pursued was
pleasure. As stated earlier, this was
Fall 2001 / TORCH
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at the apex of the drug culture.
I went off to college with long hair
and an unshaven face. On the first
day of classes
I saw a goodlooking girl
on the library
steps and I
thought,
“Well, this
isn’t going to
be so bad.”
She enrolled
in the same
honors
chemistry
class I did
and was in
the same lab. Her assigned lab
partner was an acquaintance of
mine. I asked him, “Can I trade
lab partners with you? She’s cute.”
He said, “Fine, go for it.”
We started to be friends, that girl
and I. She was the first Christian I
ever met. She lived and preached
her faith as I had never seen or
heard it before. I was developing a
friendship with this girl who was a
crazy Christian.

Wife:

You have probably figured out by
now that that hot, blonde guy was
not my husband. And that crazy
Christian girl was me.
My husband was so obnoxious
when I first met him. When he
switched lab partners he led me to
believe that my assigned partner
dumped me because I was too
stupid. But I can tell you that God
changed this man.

Husband:

The crazy Christian girl shared
God’s Word with me. I had tried a
philosophical approach to life.
I tried the pleasure approach.
I tried it all. In the face of all that,
she simply shared with me the
truths of God’s Word. It cut deeply
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into my heart. Circumstances over
the course of an entire year began
to show me that I was a sinner and
I needed help. So, I went to her
and asked, “What do I need
to do to be saved?” She said,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and you shall be
saved.” That night I was
gloriously saved. I accepted
Christ as my Savior and I
started to grow. And that girl
said to me, “Read through the
New Testament sequentially.”

Wife:

When God saved my husband,
He changed his life
immediately. He turned away from
his lifestyle. I was still dating that
blonde guy and was gone on the
weekends, but I would tell my
future husband what to read.
He’d spend his time alone in his
room because he had no friends
and there were so few Christians
there. But he devoured God’s
Word.
I directed his Scripture reading.
I answered his questions. I gave
him books to read. God was fully
changing this man to become the
spiritual leader that I thought I just
might be able to follow. And I was
ready to seriously consider
marriage at that point. But I
wondered how I could do what
God wanted me to do as a wife
and mother and still have a
demanding career in medicine.
As I prayed and sought counsel,
I talked to my pastor. He gave me
very wise advice in discerning
God’s will. He asked me, “Have
you ever considered a career in
missions?” I was dumbfounded.
I am not sure exactly why I never
had, except maybe that I didn’t go
to a Bible school, but in my heart
of hearts I had always been pulled
toward missions. But I said, “No, I
never have.” He said, “I’ve been

praying about that for you.
Would you consider going on a
short-term summer trip to see if that
might be what God wants for you?”
I followed his suggestion, and
the next summer I went on a
practical missionary training trip.
I was exposed to all sorts of mission
work, and it was during that time
that God confirmed to me that He
wanted me in missions. He wanted
me in medicine, and he would take
care of the marriage thing later.

Husband:

About six weeks after I began
reading the New Testament,
I found I Corinthians 6:19-20,
which says, “... you are not your
own? For you were bought at a

price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” I wanted to be a doctor for
all the wrong reasons. I wanted that
country club membership, a nice
house, and to be recognized in the
community. Now I was certain that
God was saying, “You are not your
own. You don’t have a choice in this
matter of what you’re going to do
with your life if you are going to
serve me.” So I started to think of
other things I could do. What did I
know? I had no church background.
I thought I had to be a pastor if I
was going to serve God. So I started
to take Greek along with premedicine.

Two books were critical at this
time. The first, Another Hand on
Mine, is the story of Dr. Carl
Becker, a medical missionary in
the Africa Inland Mission.
The second was Daktar, by Viggo
Olsen, a medical missionary in
Bangladesh. God confirmed in my
heart that I was to be a medical
missionary. Even before I applied
to medical school, I was certain
that was what God was going to
do in my life.

Wife::

We were married after our first
year of medical school. We went
on to finish medical school.
We did our internships and then
served three years in the public
health service to pay back
scholarships we had been given
through medical school. Then we
completed residencies. During that
time we had our five daughters.
It was a very long process.
I had no idea when I started how
long it would be. But we kept the
goal in front of us. I find the more
that I know Him and His power
and the more that He conforms
me to the image of His Son, the
more sure I am of two things. I am
more sure now than ever that He is
a good and loving God and that
He wants my very best. And I am
more sure than ever that I want to
take His Word to those who have
never heard.

Husband:

It was our family’s privilege to serve
in a Third World country for nine
years. We worked in a closed
country—a restricted access nation.
You may not enter the country as a
missionary. We entered on our
medical credentials. We operated a
hospital and clinic serving about
30,000 patients a year and ran a
literacy work. Both add value to the
country. Both provide a ready

means to obtain visas
and to exercise
compassion and
build relationships
with people.

Wife:

As we were preparing
for the field, one of
the most frequent
comments we heard
was, “You’re not
going to take your daughters there,
are you?” I was never sure how
people expected us to answer that
question. But, we said, “Yes, we are
going to take them with us.”
The second most common
comment was, “You’re both doctors
and your husband’s on the faculty of
a medical school. You could be
making a lot of money. What are
you going over there for?” We heard
that from Christian brothers and
sisters as well as those who did not
know the Lord. What is it that
makes a person leave a potentially
lucrative career, a career in the
United States, to take God’s Word to
one of the poorest countries in the
world? It is a person who
understands who God is and who
they themselves are.

Husband:

We entered a primitive setting with
no electricity. We had a telephone in
the village, but that broke down and
the next closest one was three hours
away. We came to a very small group
of missionaries with no functioning
team. At first it was overwhelming.
We spent more than 75 hours per
week in the clinic. But God
provided teammates, time to train
nationals to help in the medical
work, and teachers for our children.
It was difficult, dry ground. But we
are praising God that the church is
taking a foothold in that place.
This article is about intimacy
and relationship. As I made myself

vulnerable when
I shared with that
crazy Christian
girl in those early
days of our
relationship, I
would think that
I was going out
on a limb. It was
possible that I
would see that
limb sawed off
behind me and the relationship would
end. Yet, as I made myself vulnerable,
I’d find her out on the limb with me.
We were in the same place.
Are you willing to put yourself in a
vulnerable spot in your relationship
with God? Are you willing to be a
servant unto all that you might gain
the more? It is easy to be attracted to
be a doctor or a lawyer or a
businessman for God, but he’s not
looking for doctors and lawyers and
businessmen. He’s looking for
servants—vulnerable servants.
It is a lie that God wants us to have
comfortable lives. Modern Christian
doctrine goes something like this: God
wants me to use my talents so that I
can get a college education, so that I
can get a good job, so that I can make
a lot of money, raise my kids well, and
live happily ever after. Does that sound
familiar? The problem is that is not in
the Word of God. God says, “I want to
have a relationship with you that has
no restricted access areas.” There is to
be no place in our lives hard for Him
to penetrate. Seeking to know Him,
the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings means He
is the focus, not me. Unleashing the
power of the Word of God gives life to
dead men and women and children.
God’s choice servants are brought
closest to Him through suffering.
Intimacy will lead you to Him. And
then He’ll lead you where He wants.
Our prayer for you is that you and
your family will enter into that
intimate relationship with Him. T
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Fall Bible Conference Features
Knute Larson
C
edarville University welcomed
Knute Larson, senior pastor of The
Chapel in Akron, Ohio, as its guest
speaker for the 2001 Fall Bible
Conference. His messages focused on
biblical responses to crisis. He
provided timely and useful insights
given the recent tragic events in our
nation.
Since 1983, Larson has been
senior pastor of The Chapel, where he
leads a congregation of 7,000 and a
pastoral staff of 19. Originally from
Harrisburg, Pa., he holds a doctorate of ministry from
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (Ill.) and a master of
divinity degree from Grace Theological Seminary (Ind.).
He is known for his daily one-minute radio and TV
spots, but also enjoys involvement in leadership,
community issues, communications, and competitive
sports.
To order tapes of one or all of the conference
sessions, contact the CDR Radio Network at
1-800-333-0601 or visit www.cdrradio.com and click
on “Bookstore.”

New Residence Hall Underway
C
onstruction is progressing on
Cedarville’s newest residence hall.
The 300-bed complex, scheduled to
open in the fall of 2002, will provide
much needed living space for a
growing campus population. The floor
plan is similar to the McChesneyMiter-McKinney and St. Clair-GreenJohnson complexes, opened in 1995
and 1999.
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University
Hosts Creation
Research
Conference
C
edarville University hosted
“Discontinuity: Understanding Biology

in the Light of Creation” August 15-17.
Held in joint sponsorship with the
Center for Origins Research and
Education at Bryan College of Dayton,
Tenn., the conference discussed the
diversity of life on earth.
Presentations addressed the questions
surrounding what modern biological
science can tell us about the
differences among the created kind.
Dr. Joe Francis, associate professor
of biology at Cedarville, said, “The
goal of the conference was to develop
a model in which we can highlight
these differences and use the model for
research and education. ‘Discontinuity:
Understanding Biology in the Light of
Creation’ brought together scholars of
intelligent design typology and creation
biology so that the principle of
discontinuity could be elaborated.
“Discontinuity is the creationist
model of biological development,”
explained Francis. “Whereas evolution
attempts to establish that all life-forms
are connected and related by ancestry,
discontinuity tells us that there are
different entities. With discontinuity we
see differences among living organisms
that we cannot account for by ancestry.
Together the conference scholars
focused on a creation model based on
the Genesis account of creation.”

Cedarville University Sets
Another Enrollment Mark
C
edarville University launched its new
academic year September 14 when it

welcomed more than 850 new students to
campus. “Getting Started Weekend,” the
University’s orientation program for
freshmen and transferring students,
included academic registration, residence
hall assignments, and student service
presentations.
“We anticipated approximately 750
freshmen and more than 100 transfer
students to arrive during ‘Getting Started
Weekend,’” said Roscoe Smith,
Cedarville’s director of admissions. “Once
all the returning students arrived by Sept.
17, we had a record undergraduate
enrollment of approximately 2,925
students for the Fall Quarter. This is our
11th consecutive record enrollment.
Enrollment has increased more than 40
percent in the last decade and application
volume for entry to the institution has
increased nearly 85 percent during the
same period,” he explained.
Smith emphasized that the school’s fall enrollment marks the 23rd record
enrollment in the 24 years that Dr. Paul Dixon has served as Cedarville’s president.
“Those years include the late 1970s and early 1980s when many colleges and
universities suffered declining enrollments due to demographic trends. Under
Dr. Dixon’s leadership,” he added, “Cedarville’s enrollment has increased by more
than 140 percent.”

SIFE Students Excel in
Free Enterprise Competition
T
he Cedarville Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) organization won their division at
the 2001 SIFE Regional Competition held in Lexington, Ky. In addition to their trophy

(held by advisors Chuck Allport and Lew Gibbs in the photo below), they earned the
opportunity to compete with 1,200 other students representing 154 institutions from
around the world at the SIFE USA National Exposition in Kansas City.
Active on more than 1,000 college and university campuses in 20 countries, SIFE
encourages students to take what they learn in the classroom, apply it to real-life
situations, and use their knowledge to better their communities through educational
outreach projects. Each campus group conducts free enterprise-related community
service projects during the year and is evaluated for creativity, results, use of
resources, and presentation skills.
SIFE was founded
in 1975 and is a nonprofit organization
working in partnership
with business and
higher education.
Its purpose is to
provide college and
university students the
opportunity to make a
difference and to
develop leadership,
teamwork, and
communication skills
through learning,
practicing, and
teaching the principles
of free enterprise.

Promotions and
Appointments
Cedarville University is pleased to
announce the promotions and

appointments of a number of faculty
members, which took effect September 1.
Dr. Daniel Estes has been promoted to
associate academic vice president, having
previously served as professor of Bible and
assistant academic vice president. Estes
earned his B.A. at Cedarville, his Th.M. at
Dallas Theological Seminary (Texas), and
his Ph.D. at Cambridge University in
England. Estes has been at Cedarville since
1984.
Dr. Michael Firmin, associate professor
of psychology, has been named chair of the
department of psychology. Firmin holds a
B.A. and M.A. from Calvary Bible College
(Mo.), an M.S. and a Ph.D. from Bob Jones
University (S.C.), an M.A. from Marywood
University (Pa.), and a Ph.D. from Syracuse
University (N.Y.). Firmin has been at the
University since 1998. He replaces
Dr. Stanley Ballard, who retired from the
University after 36 years of service.
Dr. Chris Miller, professor of Bible, has
been named chair of the department of
biblical education. Miller holds a B.A. from
Tennessee Temple, a Th.M. from Grace
Theological Seminary (Ind.), and a Ph.D.
from Dallas Theological Seminary.
He has been at Cedarville since 1991.
He fills the position left by Dr. Floyd
Elmore, who accepted a full-time pastoral
position after 16 years on Cedarville’s
faculty.
Dr. David Mills has been named
director of the honors program, replacing
Dr. Daniel Estes in that position. He also
has been promoted to associate professor of
philosophy. Mills holds a B.S. from
Cedarville and a Ph.D. from
The Pennsylvania State University.
He has been at Cedarville since 1994.
Dr. Robert Chasnov, professor of
engineering, has been appointed assistant to
the chair in the Elmer W. Engstrom
Department of Engineering. Chasnov, who
holds a B.S. from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute (N.Y.) and an M.S. and Ph.D. from
the University of Illinois, has been at
Cedarville since 1991.
Dr. Thomas Hutchison, associate
professor of Christian education, has been
appointed assistant chair in the department
of biblical education. With a B.A. from
Cedarville, an M.Div. from Grand Rapids
Baptist Seminary (Mich.), and a Ph.D. from
Marquette University (Wis.), Hutchison has
been at Cedarville since 1995.
Dr. Sharon Johnson, professor of
management, has been appointed director
of institutional research. Johnson, who
earned his B.S., M.B.A., and D.B.A. from
Florida State University, has been at
Cedarville since 1993.
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Cedarville Ranked in Regional
Top Tier by U.S. News & World
Report
T
he editors of U.S. News & World
Report have ranked Cedarville

University in the top tier of regional
comprehensive colleges. Factors
included in the magazine’s evaluations
included graduation rates, admissions
selectivity, and student/faculty ratio.
The annual rankings appear in the
magazine’s September 17 issue and are
also available at usnews.com, the
magazine’s Web site.
Editors describe the ranking system
as a tool for prospective students to
“weigh some of the relative strengths and
weaknesses of the schools that [they are]
considering.”
“The college experience consists of a
host of intangibles that cannot be reduced
to mere numbers,” the magazine writers
said. “But we believe that it is possible to
objectively compare schools on one key
attribute: academic excellence.”
Readers familiar with the rankings will recognize a change in the way U.S. News
& World Report categorizes the various types of colleges and universities around the
country. The institutional category that was known in previous years as “regional
liberal arts” has become “comprehensive colleges—bachelor’s.” According to the
magazine, institutions in this category focus on undergraduate education but grant
fewer than 50 percent of their degrees in liberal arts disciplines. It was in this category
that Cedarville was ranked.
“We are gratified with this recognition of the University’s quality and value,” said
Roger Overturf, public relations director at Cedarville. “Our mission is to offer an
education consistent with biblical truth. Our goal is to provide challenging academics
for our students’ professional and avocational futures coupled with a stimulating
character development experience in a stirring spiritual atmosphere,” he added. “This
combination of efforts is what has become known as ‘the Cedarville experience’ and
what makes a Cedarville education distinctive.”

Please join the Cedarville University family in prayer for our
country, leaders, and those affected by the tragedies of
September 11, 2001. Post your related prayer requests on
the virtual “wall of prayer” at www.cedarville.edu.
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Italy Tour Set
Terry Chamberlain, assistant professor
of art at Cedarville University, will lead a
tour of some of Italy’s most famous art
and architecture in the summer of 2002.
Destinations of historic and artistic
importance include Milan, Verona,
Venice, Florence, Assisi, and Rome.
Participants will visit some of the world’s
great attractions, including the Uffizi
Gallery, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, the
Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel,
and many others. For more information,
contact Dr. Martin Clark by e-mail at
clarkm@cedarville.edu or by calling
toll-free at 1-800-766-1115.

Community
Christmas
Cedarville University will host its
second annual Community Christmas

Celebration on December 2 at 6 p.m in
the Jeremiah Chapel. The celebration
will include choral and instrumental
music featuring students, faculty, and
staff. Selections will include carols,
traditional Chrismas music, a special
reading of the Christmas story, and an
audience-participation singing of the
Hallelujah Chorus. Mark your calendars
now and attend this special evening of
music and festivity.

Faithful
Servants Retire
FUniversity
our members of the Cedarville
family are entering a new

phase of their lives after many years of
service. The following four servants
retired at the end of the 2000-2001
academic year:
• Fran Wiggins, University bookstore
school supplies buyer, after nine
years
• Dr. James McGoldrick, professor of
history, after 28 years
• Joyce King, executive secretary to the
vice president of business, after 32
years
• Dr. Stanley Ballard, professor of
psychology and chair of the
department of psychology, after 36
years
We thank and congratulate these
servants of God for their faithful support
of Cedarville University!

Cedarville Administrator
Featured at Oxford University
C
edarville University’s Dr. Martin Clark, vice
president for development, recently spoke at the
Oxford Round Table at Oxford University in England.
This year’s Round Table, which is an annual
invitational symposium for the future of higher
education, focused on higher education finance.
In Dr. Clark’s address, titled “College and
University Financing: A Contrarian Approach,” he
advanced Cedarville’s successful free market
approach to financial management, which is different
from more typical approaches to higher education
funding. Each address was followed by reactions
from a selected panel and by open discussion among
all the delegates.
At Cedarville since 1974, Dr. Clark has served as
vice president for development since 1984.

Professor’s Unique Biology Text
in Fourth Edition
A
Cedarville University professor of biology has had a
fourth edition of his biology textbook published.

Biology: Principles and Perspectives, by Dr. John Silvius,
offers a theistic treatment of biology and is used by an
increasing number of Christian colleges and universities,
high school advanced placement biology classes, and
home-schooling programs. The textbook is the only
publication of its kind.
A Cedarville faculty member since 1979, Silvius has
earned degrees from Malone College (Ohio) and West
Virginia University. He has studied at Western Michigan
University and the University of Illinois.

Cedarville Takes Sports Web and
Publications Honors
SWomack,
ports Web sites and publications designed by Cedarville University’s Mark
Dan Clingan, and Jim Clark recently received top honors in the 2000-2001
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics Sport Information Directors
Association (NAIA-SIDA) Publications Contest.
Womack (center), Cedarville’s sports information director, took first place for
both his Cedarville Yellow Jackets
Web site and his American Mideast
Conference site. The threesome swept
first through third places for individual
sports brochures (women’s tennis, golf,
and men’s tennis). Clingan (right) is a
graphic designer in the public relations
office and Clark (left) is production
manager for the admissions office.
To get a first-hand look at
Womack’s award-winning Web sites,
visit www.amcsports.org or
http://yellowjackets.cedarville.edu.
To find out more about NAIA-SIDA,
visit www.naia.org.

Annual Fund

Annual Fund

Giving
Programs
T

he annual fund is a great
way to invest in students,
for it bridges the gap
between what each student pays
and what it truly costs Cedarville
to provide an education.
Cedarville University offers four
giving programs for those who
want to invest in Cedarville
students:
Torch Club:
$120 per year
Charter Society: $500 per year
President’s
Associates: $1000 per year
Chairman’s
Council:
$5000 per year

Each program encourages an
annual commitment to be given
in whatever manner is convenient
for the giver. The Torch Club is
set up to encourage gifts of $10
each month, and the others are
set up as annual gifts to be given
on whatever schedule is most
convenient. Friends can even
give via Cedarville’s electronic
funds transfer program, called
MaxIm.
To inquire about the annual
fund giving programs, contact
Jeff Brock at 1-800-766-1115 or
brockj@cedarville.edu. You may
also find out more by visiting
www.cedarville.edu and clicking
on “Financial Partners.”
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